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FEMA APPROVES $17.8 MILLION FOR 30 TORNADO SAFE ROOMS IN KANSAS

Kansas City, Mo. – Students in 13 communities across Kansas will soon have a safe place to shelter from Kansas’ wild weather. Since mid-July, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), as part of its Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), approved nearly $17.8 million in funding for 30 safe rooms built to stringent standards and designed to withstand winds of 250 miles per hour.

The school districts that will receive funds for tornado safe rooms are:

· Augusta USD #402

· Basehor USD #458
· Baldwin USD #348

· Chapman USD #473
· Independence USD #446

· Kansas University School of Pharmacy

· Leavenworth USD #453
· Renwick USD #267
· Resurrection Catholic School

· Saint Mary Catholic School
· Towanda USD #375

· Victoria USD #432

· Wichita USD #259

“We can’t prevent tornadoes from happening, but we can build strong, dependable shelters to keep individuals safe,” said Arthur Freeman, Acting Regional Administrator. “We’re happy to see the number of safe rooms in Kansas continue to grow.” Since the late 1990s, FEMA has distributed more than $44 million for the construction of safe rooms in schools and communities across Kansas. FEMA provides 75 percent of funding costs. The remaining 25 percent is funded by the Kansas Division of Emergency Management and the local entity involved in the project. The success of the program stems from the state’s decision to promote safe rooms as a key part of mitigating hazards in the state.
“Unfortunately, we’ve seen too many tornadoes in Kansas take lives and leave behind a path of devastation and destruction, therefore, we believe strongly in a safe room program that ensures people have a place to go when tornadoes threaten our state,” said Angee Morgan, Deputy Director of Kansas Division of Emergency Management. “We’re pleased to see so many organizations become a part of this effort because we know many lives will be saved as a result of it.”
The state boasts one of the most successful safe room programs in the country; seventy-six safe rooms in Sedgwick County schools protect thousands of students from the dangers of tornadoes and strong winds.
Tornado safe rooms in schools generally shelter an entire building’s population and oftentimes are multi-use rooms serving as gymnasiums, cafeterias, or libraries on a day-to-day basis.
Tornado safe rooms are just one example of project-types funded through FEMA’s HMGP. The program provides grants to state and local governments to implement long-term hazard mitigation measures. The purpose of the program is to reduce or eliminate the loss of life and property lessening the impact of natural disasters in local communities. The HMGP can be used to fund projects that protect public or private property, provided the project fits within the state and local government’s overall mitigation strategy and complies with HMGP guidelines.
FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.
###

November 2, 2009


RVII Release: 09-023












www.fema.gov
-MORE-

