Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) Working Group

Meeting Minutes

January 23, 2014

Meeting Attendance:

Those present at the RACES Working Group meeting in Topeka:

Victor Lyczak, Russell County RACES

Bill Rust, Riley County RACES

Chris Stratmann, Kansas National Guard, JFHQ-KS J6

Jim Tuggle, State RACES Officer

Devan Tucking-Strickler, Kansas Division of Emergency Management

A conference call bridge was opened up for those who were unable to attend the meeting in Topeka.  Two people were on the conference call:

John Stradal, Cowley County Emergency Management 

Dale Urban, Finney County RACES  

Meeting:
I. State RACES Officer selection update

a. Devan Tucking reported that the selection of a State RACES Officer was ongoing.

II. Kansas Emergency Preparedness Net 

a. First Thursday of each month at 7:00pm: Statewide Nets

b. Third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm: Regional Nets

III. Adjutant General’s Department Amateur Radio Club discussion 
a. Col. Stratmann reported on the progress of the Adjutant General’s Amateur Radio Club: An application has been submitted to the FCC-individuals in the Adjutant General’s Department Amateur Radio Club could be utilized to augment amateur radio communications that the State Emergency Operations Center during emergencies and disasters as needed. 

IV. State RACES Plan additions
a. Proposed adjustment to wording in the State RACES Plan to address documentation and handling of sensitive information, including Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) privacy compliance.  A suggestion has been made to include verbiage into the Plan to cover include HIPAA when amateur radio communications is utilized. Suggested wording to address this concern:

i. “Maintain every reasonable effort without inhibiting operations to maintain confidentiality and privacy.” 

V. Additional Discussion Items
a. Kansas RACES Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/#!/RacesKansas
VI. Action Items

a. Discuss/Review Credentialing format for the State RACES Plan with Jonathan York

i. In conversation with Jonathan York the format in the plan will adjusted to reflect formatting proposed by Matt May.
VII. Next Meeting
a. Poll will be sent out to determine next meeting time/date.
