Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) Working Group

Meeting Minutes

February 10, 2015
Meeting Attendance:

Those present at the RACES Working Group meeting in Topeka:

Myron Calhoun, Riley County RACES

Jim Miller, Montgomery County Emergency Management

Matt May, Wyandotte County Emergency Management 
Col. Chris Stratmann, Kansas National Guard, JFHQ-KS J6

Marlo Tangney, Kansas Division of Emergency Management

Devan Tucking-Strickler, Kansas Division of Emergency Management

Jonathan York, Kansas Division of Emergency Management
A conference call bridge was opened up for those who were unable to attend the meeting in Topeka.  Three individuals were on the conference call:

John Stradal, Cowley County Emergency Management 

Gilbert Valerio, Finney County Emergency Management 

Dale Urban, Finney County RACES

Meeting:
I. State RACES Program Update – Jonathan York 
a. As of the end of January 2015, the State RACES Officer position is vacant.
i. There are a few individuals interested in serving as State RACES Officer

ii. Recommendations being accepted for possible candidates
iii. Bi-monthly RACES nets will not be conducted until a new RACES officer is identified.

b. As of January 2015 there are 16 RACES Programs in the state

i. 42counties have expressed interest in starting a program
ii. KDEM will be reaching out to counties over the next 1-2 months

iii. Some counties do not have a RACES Officer identified

II. Credentialing for State RACES affiliated Programs

a. Much discussion over this topic was had amongst the group

b. Jonathan York has received multiple contacts expressing concern over minimum qualifications of current credentials

c. Discussion of current guidelines in comparison to FEMA guidelines

d. Group established revised credentials allowing Type III Operators to be recognized as RACES Officers with the addition of a General Technician Level license
e. Discussion to establish 4 Credentials Levels (Type I-IV) with team member and officer guidelines

III. The Adjutant General’s Department Amateur Radio Club Update (TAG ARC) – Col. Stratmann
a. Working to find where the club can bring value
b. Plan to serve as supporting staff to the RACES Officer

c. Plan to support the RACES program and support communications to the State Emergency Operations Center

IV. Additional Discussion Items
a. KDEM is hoping to purchase a trailer and use TAG ARC to help maintain and manage the trailer

b. KDEM/State cannot provide liability coverage for volunteers; counties can choose to provide liability coverage

c. KDEM will work to clarify misconceptions and the State RACES program

V. Next Meeting
a. Poll will be sent out to determine next meeting time/date.
