Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) Working Group

Meeting Minutes

June 13, 2014

Meeting Attendance:

Those present at the RACES Working Group meeting in Topeka:

Matt May, Johnson County RACES

Jim Miller, Montgomery County Emergency Management

Bill Rust, Riley County RACES

Chris Stratmann, Kansas National Guard, JFHQ-KS J6

Marlo Tangney, Kansas Division of Emergency Management

Jim Tuggle, State RACES Officer

Devan Tucking-Strickler, Kansas Division of Emergency Management

A conference call bridge was opened up for those who were unable to attend the meeting in Topeka.  One individual was on the conference call:

John Stradal, Cowley County Emergency Management 

Meeting:
I. State RACES Officer Report – Jim Tuggle 
a. Hambash was in April with over 100 individuals reached. A list of names was collected for interest in the RACES program. This information is being shared with counties.
b. Approximately 23 counties have been visited since January; 21 counties have RACES Units or are in the process of rehabilitating a unit.

c. Preparedness Net is first, third, and fifth Thursday of each month
d. Filed Day will occur in June

e. ARRL is August 17, 2014 in Salina

i. RACES Officer is obtaining information on the fee involved.

ii. Coordination is occurring to enable the COW be present

f. FCC License has been obtained for the State RACES program

g. Joplin, MO Hamfest is August 22-23

i. Space and entry fee being waived

ii. A special event state will be established

h. State Preparedness Day will be September 8th at the State Fair in Hutchinson

i. The COW will be present.

ii. A special event station will be established.

i. Simulated Exercise in October

i. Matt May reported that 6 jurisdiction will be participating

ii. Currently working to build injects (working to re-run past simulation to work on improvements)

iii. Working to offer Haz-Mat Awareness for Communications 
iv. RACES person will be in Topeka with HF rig

j. Upcoming Appearances: Training in July or August in Lyon County 

II. RACES Role Under FCC and FEMA Regulations
a. First Thursday of each month at 7:00pm: Statewide Nets

b. Third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm: Regional Nets

III. Additional Discussion Items
IV. Adjutant General’s Department Amateur Radio Club Update

a. Col. Stratmann reported that the Adjutant General’s Department Amateur Radio Club is meeting regularly and is working to clean out radio room and inventory equipment. Moving of the tower is on hold while possible moves to other location occur within department. 

V. Action Items

a. Update and Revise State RACES Plan and Application to reflect changes in verbiage and changes in resources typing and credentialing to reflect changes at a Federal level and as voted upon by the working group for better functionality and clarity. KDEM and Jim Tuggle will work on revisions and disseminate proposed changes to group for review.
VI. Next Meeting
a. Poll will be sent out to determine next meeting time/date.
