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LEPC Ledger




For more information on these workshops, please contact Nancy Lamb at (785) 274-1981

Welcome to the First Edition of the LEPC Ledger.   One of our biggest goals over the last year has been to improve support to all 103 LEPCs in the state.  As we looked over the survey results from last year and chatted with many of you over the last year, we have come to realize that we put you in the driver’s seat without a road map (or GPS for some of you).  Our goal for this quarterly publication is to help you navigate into the future by mapping out the many routes to success.  You are in the driver’s seat.   Where will you take your LEPC? 


If you have any suggestions for topics, wish to contribute articles, or want to provide comments, please contact me at �HYPERLINK "mailto:harry.p.heintzelman@us.army.mil"�harry.p.heintzelman@us.army.mil� or (785) 274-1408








I’ve never heard of the Commission on Emergency Planning and Response (CEPR).  What does this Body do?  How do they relate to our LEPC?


�


When SARA Title III was enacted, it charged the states with appointing a State Emergency Response Commission to implement and manage the LEPC program for each state. In Kansas this body is known as the CEPR. The CEPR’s primary focus is to enhance state and local emergency response and preparedness capabilities through improved coordination and planning. The CEPR aids in the development of emergency plans, training, and exercises to ensure communities are prepared. The CEPR also reviews emergency responses to and recommends areas of improvement.  And finally, they ensure the requirements of EPCRA are carried out.


The CEPR consists of 27 representatives from various levels of government and industry.  They meet quarterly to discuss program management, status of various subcommittees, perform trend analysis, and updates for ongoing projects.   Since they meet only quarterly, they have delegated daily operations to various state agencies like KDEM and KDHE


CEPR Webpage : �HYPERLINK "http://www.kansastag.gov/KDEM.asp?PageID=408"�http://www.kansastag.gov/KDEM.asp?PageID=408�








What is the Compliance Certification Form? 


The intent of this form is twofold.  First, it is a tool for your LEPC to ensure that it completes the mandated tasks and continues to be active.  Secondly, it helps the CEPR ascertain whether your LEPC is active or not.  Think of it as a checklist of tasks that must be completed annually. These tasks include:  submission of membership forms, bylaw reviews, plan reviews, meeting agendas and meeting minutes, and publishing the EPCRA public notice.  In addition to annual submission, this form should also be submitted when changes are made to any of the required documents.  





What is this “Annual Public Notice” Thing?


The Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act requires each LEPC to annually publish a notice to citizens that they have a right to know what hazardous chemicals are present in their community and what the emergency plans are for their community. This notice should indicate how a citizen can request to review these documents. This notice can be published in a newspaper, posted on a county website, etc.  It is recommended that you make this notice just after the TIER II reporting deadline in March so you don’t forget it later. 





Note: This is not a public meeting notice. See the Kansas Open Meetings Act for details on meeting notice requirements.  








What Resources are there to Ensure our LEPC is on the Right Track? 


Your first stop should be KDEM LEPC Resources webpage.  The LEPC Subcommittee and KDEM have been working to improve the information available on the LEPC Resources.  Once you open this site you will find the newest LEPC Handbook, forms, spill reporting information, and tips to take your LEPC to the next level.  There are also links to useful websites for things such as software and regulations.  The direct link to the page is:	


�HYPERLINK "http://www.kansastag.gov/KDEM.asp?PageID=177"�http://www.kansastag.gov/KDEM.asp?PageID=177�


Another source of information is the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations. Title 40, sections 300-399 should cover almost everything LEPC related.  Sections 310, 350, 355, 370, and 372 are the most important.  The link is:


�HYPERLINK "http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?sid=7d646836d4bc6b9c136324c733997c37&c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title40/40cfrv28_02.tpl"�http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?sid=7d646836d4bc6b9c136324c733997c37&c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title40/40cfrv28_02.tpl�


How about contacting another county’s LEPC for ideas and information?  Find out what they are doing.  Maybe you could develop a joint project.  Searching other county’s websites is another way to get ideas.  Some county’s post their meeting minutes on their websites for public review.  Other county’s post completed, locally developed documents like handbooks, public notice, etc on their sites as well.


And you can key word search at �HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov"�www.epa.gov�  for information as well.  They have annual reports, EPCRA information, LEPC listings by state, maps with the locations of gross polluters by state, etc.





Planning Workshops are Coming to Your Area Soon


The KDEM Planning branch is scheduling multiple two-day Planning Workshops for eighteen sub-regions around the state of Kansas.  The Planning Workshops invite Emergency Support Function personnel to the table to fully understand their roles in preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation actions. 


The workshop will cover:


System Training


Training on the New Kansas Planning Standards Critical Infrastructure 


Local Emergency Planning Committee roles 


HazMat Planning 


Using GIS/mapping before, during, and after a disaster Mitigation Emergency Management as a whole


For more information on these workshops, please contact Brandt Haehn at (785) 274-1431








What is a Community Reception Center (CRC)?


The National Response Framework states that population monitoring is the responsibility of state and local agencies.  Accordingly, county health departments have been tasked with identifying a facility to perform population monitoring and creating a plan for their jurisdictional needs.  A Standard Operating Guide for Community Reception Centers has been posted on the Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment's Radiation Control Program website.  This guide is a tool for health departments to utilize when creating their own plan.


The link is: �HYPERLINK "http://www.kdheks.gov/radiation/rrvc.htm"�http://www.kdheks.gov/radiation/rrvc.htm�.  


The KDHE Radiation Control Program has a stockpile of supplies that can be deployed upon request if a CRC is activated.  These supplies include radiation meters, portal monitors, decontamination supplies, and dosimetry.  A Radiation Response Volunteer Corps (RRVC) has also been formed to staff the CRC to perform population monitoring and decontamination activities.  Since CRCs have some similarities to PODs, local health departments may adapt POD procedures along with the ICS to fill the various non-radiological roles within the center.  For more information or assistance in developing a plan, contact Jessi Snook at jsnook@kdheks.gov.











