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Kansas Center for Safe & Prepared Schools (KC-SPS)
Back to School Newsletter – August 2010

Dear School Emergency Management Coordinators and Superintendents,

We trust you had a good summer and the opportunity to take a break from your leadership responsibilities in your District. Every year it seems like the weeks of summer pass by more quickly as we prepare for the coming school year. The purpose of this newsletter is to provide you with information, tips and dates about school safety and preparedness activities that we believe will be helpful to you and your schools as the 2010-11 school year begins.
The Kansas Center for Safe and Prepared Schools membership has grown to approximately 250. We are pleased by this response during our initial year of operation and are striving to have all Kansas School Districts become members. To become a member we ask that each District designate a School Emergency Management Coordinator, read the responsibilities of this position, complete and return the form to KC-SPS’s office in Topeka. As an attachment to this letter, you will find the 1 page membership application form. Please remember there is no cost to join and our mission is to provide leadership, training and resources to you and your District about school safety and preparedness issues.  Attached to this letter is the list of KC-SPS members. Since we have approximately 20% turnover every year in our schools, we ask you take a few moments to update the information as necessary from your District or fill out the application to become a new member.
On September 27 and 28 at the Wichita Airport Hilton, we will co-host for the second time with KSDE, the Kansas Safe and Prepared Schools Conference. We encourage all members to send at least 1 person from their District to this gathering. We are pleased to announce that again this year, KC-SPS will provide scholarships for 1 person from each of our member districts to attend. Due to the critical nature of the conference and the work of the conference planning committee, additional resources have been secured to underwrite a portion of the registration fee for all attendees. We hope you will be able to take advantage of this opportunity and send additional staff from your district to this conference. The conference will start at noon on September 27 and conclude at noon on September 28, 2010. KSDE’s website has additional information http://events.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=467
We have received word that Governor Mark Parkinson will proclaim September 13-17, 2010 as Kansas Safe and Prepared School’s Week. We are pleased the Governor’s office supports the efforts of KC-SPS and many others who work hard so Kansas Schools have a safe and prepared learning environment. During this week, we will be celebrating, communicating and taking actions so students, staff and community know we are striving to be prepared for all hazards impacting schools.

Often as school begins, excessive heat becomes an issue that requires additional preparation and communication. Heat has become the number one weather related killer in the United States. NOAA’s weather service reminds us they use three terms forecasting heat related occurrences. An excessive heat outlook is issued when the potential for an excessive heat event is predicted in the next 3-7 days. An excessive heat watch is when conditions are favorable for an excessive heat event with-in the next 12-48 hours. An excessive heat warning/advisory is given when an excessive heat event is expected within 36 hours, is occurring or imminent. NOAA’s web site (www.nws.noaa.gov) provides a clear understanding of the heat index and its related likelihood of heat disorders due to exposure or strenuous activity. Another helpful document for planning outdoor activities is titled “Child Care Weather Watch”. This is available through the Iowa Department of Public Health and provides a colorful chart with guidelines. This can be found by visiting www.idph.state.ia.us (look under the Healthy Child Care Iowa section).
The CDC reminds us that infants, children, the elderly, persons taking certain medication and those who are physically ill are at greater risk due to extreme heat. Heat strokes, heat exhaustion, heat cramps, sunburn and heat rash are common health emergencies/illnesses related to hot weather. It would be good to have staff review with your school nurse, local, county or state health providers discussing common sense cautions, symptoms and treatments for heat related health issues. Again the CDC’s web-site (www.cdc.gov) contains helpful information about extreme heat safety and precautions.
The American Red Cross web-site (www.redcross.org) has a handy one page Heat Wave Safety Checklist. Besides discussing and defining excessive heat terms, this checklist provides practical information on preparation, actions to take and the recognition and care for heat related emergencies.
 A concluding thought on excessive heat would be to review your District’s procedures and policies as it relates to excessive heat and make sure the staff, students and school community are familiar with its instructions. As always, it is good to review policies and procedures to make sure they are current and in concert with the latest knowledge and best practices.
We’ve attached to this newsletter a Building Crisis Management Fall Checklist used by some Kansas schools as an organizer to become better prepared for emergencies in schools. Of course it should be modified to meet your District and/or individual school buildings needs. 
Our partners at the Kansas Highway Patrol (KHP) remind us to display the Anonymous School Safety Telephone Hotline Number that is answered 24 hours a day. The number for the hotline is 1-877-626-8203. We suggest posting this number in schools so students and staff will call if needed. Usually students or someone in the school setting is aware of a bad situation before it occurs, and the KHP encourages school officials to widely distribute this number so proper safety/emergency response officials can be informed and respond. 
This past year three Kansas School Districts, Ulysses, Atchison and Winfield had their school/community emergency management teams attend a week long residential course at FEMA’s National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland. These three were among the first public school teams in the nation to take a new course called ‘Multihazard Emergency Planning for Schools’. KC-SPS is interested in sending a few additional Kansas School Districts to attend this training. All teams from Kansas who have completed this course are very positive about and call it a game changer in their local mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery efforts back in their home schools. If interested and you desire more information, please contact Dr. Bob Hull or a team member from one of these schools.
There are also approximately fifteen Kansas Schools who are undergoing a vulnerability assessment of their school district, by a team from Kansas Homeland Security. These assessments are very thorough and look at many different situations where schools are vulnerable. A break out session on this service will be provided at the Kansas Safe and Prepared Schools Conference on September 28 in Wichita. If you have interest in this opportunity, please attend the conference or contact KC-SPS.
Recapping some opportunities discussed in this newsletter to strengthen your District’s safety and preparedness approach:

1. Joining or updating your District’s information to KC-SPS

2. Attending the conference in Wichita on September 27 & 28

3. Participating in the Safe and Prepared School Week Activities

4. Reviewing your excessive heat procedures and strategies

5. Building into your Back to School Activities, a review of safety/crisis management procedures

6. Posting the Kansas Highway Patrol School Safety hotline (1-877-626-8203)

Please contact us with questions and comments. We look forward to seeing you in September at the Conference at the Wichita Airport Hilton. Thank you for your continuing efforts for safe and prepared learning environments in Kansas schools. Have a great opening of the school year!
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