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LEPC Ledger




For more information on these workshops, please contact Nancy Lamb at (785) 274-1981

Is your LEPC ready for “the big one”?


Like it or not, Preparedness has been in the spotlight big time this year.  From the Boston Marathon bombing to the explosion in West, Texas or from the wildfires across the west to the propane explosion in Florida the media is having a field day with preparedness (or the lack thereof). The explosion in West, Texas has really stirred up the pot in regards to EPCRA.  While final reports have yet to be issued, changes are coming whether we like it or not.  Executive Orders have been signed directing federal agencies to identify better ways to share information as well as suggest changes to federal regulations.  If you don’t want to fall behind the power curve, now is a good time to review your program and establish a baseline.  








2011 Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) 


Data Released


The complete 2011 Toxic Release Inventory dataset is now available from the EPA.  TRI tracks the management of over 650 toxic chemicals that pose a threat to human health and the environment.  The 2011 data shows a decrease in air pollutants even though the total amount of chemicals reported under TRI rose.


Use the link below to find several tools you can use to review the data.  To find out what is being released in your county, visit:  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/tri/%20" �http://www.epa.gov/tri/�





The 2012 TRI preliminary dataset is also available; however, it will not be finalized until Oct 2014.








L’Tanya Christenberry, KDEM, talks to children about HAZMAT spills at the 2013 KDEM Family HAZMAT Awareness day at Gage Park, Topeka.





Useful Links


Spill and Release Reporting in KS   


This webpage combines KDEM, KDHE, and KCC release reporting requirements into one document.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kdheks.gov/spill/download/KS_Spill_Reporting.pdf" �http://www.kdheks.gov/spill/download/KS_Spill_Reporting.pdf�





National Pesticide Information Center (NPIC) 


This program provides an extensive online resource and toll-free telephone service to respond, in multiple languages, to questions from the public, medical and veterinary communities, and others. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/npic.htm" �http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/npic.htm� 





Does your community know what your LEPC does?


If you stood outside the grocery store and asked people “What is an LEPC?” or “Do you know what chemcicals they use at the facility down the street?”, how many people would know the answer?


Informing the community about hazardous chemicals is an important aspect of what an LEPC should be doing.  Most people assume that the government will take care of them if something happens, but what they don’t realize is that they have a part to play. Post incident, we always hear from people that they didn’t know what hazards were present at a facility, when all they needed to do was ask.  


So how can we fix this?   Just publishing the EPCRA notice or posting it on a website isn’t enough.  Be pro-active and build a community outreach program.  Let the community know what your LEPC is doing and find out what’s on the community’s mind at the same time. As an added benefit, it can also help break up boring routines and encourage community involvement.


Every community needs its own approach.  But one thing to remember when crafting your message, use something trendy and “sexy” (zombies, sharknados, etc.) to make it more interesting.  Get out and work community events and work with schools and other community groups to spread the word. Ask community groups (Boy/Girl Scouts, 4-H, Salvation Army, Rotary Club, etc.) for help with projects and exercises.


There’s no time like the present to brag on your LEPC and find out what needs to be done, so get out there and have some fun!  


�


 











Critical Infrastructure Project—We Need Your Help


What is Critical Infrastructure?  The federal definition for critical infrastructure identifies it as those assets, systems, and networks, whether physical or virtual, so vital that their incapacitation or destruction would have a debilitating effect on security, economics, public health or safety, or any combination thereof.  Critical infrastructure, in layman terms, is assets that if disrupted or destroyed would affect our normal way of life. 


Identifying critical infrastructure is very important to the State of Kansas for operations and protection of our citizen and businesses.  The Kansas Critical Infrastructure Working Group is in the process of updating the Kansas Critical Infrastructure Protection Plan and Kevin Diers from KDEM will be contacting the local Sheriff’s, Emergency Managers, Fire Departments and LEPCs for input.  An outline, of criteria will be provided to identify the critical infrastructure in each county.  Kevin says “I believe the best way to know what’s in each county and the best way to identify their critical infrastructure is to go to those that live and operate in those counties.”  If anyone has any questions or concerns please contact Kevin at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kevin.l.diers2.mil@mail.mil" �kevin.l.diers2.mil@mail.mil� 





The Future, Your LEPC, and the Environment 


Someone once said that change is inevitable. If we take that to be true, then how is your community preparing for the future?  Something to think about is all of the amazing new technology coming into play as we try to become more energy efficient and pollute less.  


Over the last year we’ve had battery fires on new airplanes and hybrid/ electric vehicles.  The combination of the new designs, materials and potentially high voltages will definitely be a challenge for first responders.


New materials are coming into play.  Stronger and lighter, they likely will require different approaches to emergency response.  How do you extinguish burning plastics and composites?


Then there is alternative energy:  Are your first responders ready for a response to a DIY bio-fuel operation in someone’s garage?   How about an alternative fuel powered vehicle fire?  Each of the proposed fuels will likely require different tactics.


It is truly a wondrous time to live in, but we need to make sure we stay on top of changing technology and plan for the future.  Don’t let the world catch you by surprise.  Start preparing now and don’t be caught by surprise.











How does our LEPC find out what chemicals a facility is using?


All you have to do is ask. If an industry or facility is subject to OSHA’s Hazard Communications Standard, then they must comply with information requests. If the LEPC or CEPR request a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)/ Safety Data Sheet (SDS) from a facility that has not previously been submitted, the facility must provide one.  Further, if the LEPC, CEPR, or local fire department requests a tier II report, the facility must also submit one.  See 40CFR Part 370, subpart B for full details.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=59bf3bd4104992e63916971daa3dec2f&node=40:29.0.1.1.12&rgn=div5" �40 CFR Part 370, Subpart B�


A facility can claim that a chemical is a trade secret, but they have to apply to the EPA for approval.  Even if approved, they must still provide some information on the TIER II report, such as chemical class.  Even if a facility is granted trade secret status for a substance, there are procedures to get specific information in a medical emergency. See 40 CFR Part 350 for details.


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=59bf3bd4104992e63916971daa3dec2f&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title40/40cfr350_main_02.tpl" �40 CFR Part 350� 


Facilities that fail to comply with EPCRA or CERCLA reporting requirements can be held liable to the United States for civil penalties of up to $82,500 per day per violation.  The amount depends on the violation and whether the facility is a repeat offender. See the EPA Enforcement Response Policy for details: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/epcra304.pdf" �EPA Enforcement Response Policy for Sections 304, 311 and 312 of EPCRA and Section 103 of CERCLA� 








If you have any suggestions for topics, wish to contribute articles, or want to provide comments, please contact me at harry.p.heintzelman@us.army.mil or (785) 274-1408

